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Understanding What Drives Difficulty
Research and analysis focused on:

= Understanding features of the tasks

= Understanding structure of prose and document
materials

= Understanding the critical relationship between
the materials and tasks

This understanding became the foundation for
Instructional system.
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Applying Research in Practice

Believed that teaching these structures and these
relationships had the potential to:

*Provide learners with generalizable strategies and
tools

*Give them a language for thinking about HOW
they locate and use information
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PDQ Instructional System

Key Features:
= Focus on underlying processes

= Teac
= Grou

ner led
p based

= Multimedia
= 120 hours of content

Fall Institute 2011

IALS (INTERNATIONAL ADULT LITERACY SURVEY)

ITs MEANING AND IMPACT FOR POLICY AND PRACTICE
October 23-25, 2011

Banff, Alberta




e Gainsin

Results

e Significant gains in scores after instruction

e Evidence that gains are maintained

communication
and
Interpersonal
skills
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The PDQ Instructional System

Building Skills for Using Print®

& Copyright 1993, Educational Testing Service




Instructional Approach

= | earn and apply STRATEGIES for
accessing and using information

— Locate, integrate generate

— ldentify type of information you are looking for
— Number of conditions

— Exact vs. synonymous match

= | earn and recognize STRUCTURES

= Focus on PROCESS
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STRUCTURES

Learn and apply knowledge of:

= Document structures
Tables, charts and graphs, forms

= Prose materials
Newspapers, brochures, manuals, textbooks
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PDQ Documents

/ Main Menu

Simple Lists
Combined Lists
Intersecting Lists
Nested Lists

Charts and Graphs
Forms
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Combined List

AVERAGE OCEAN DEPTHS

Ocean Depth in Feet Area in Sq. Miles
Yellow Sea 121 113,500
Red Sea 1,764 174,900
Arctic Ocean 3,407 5,105,700
Gulf of Mexico 5,287 582,100
Atlantic Ocean 11,730 33,420,000
Pacific Ocean 12,925 64,186,300
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Intersecting List

3:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30
ABC Extreme Makeover News Special Weather
Home...
CBS | Amazing Race Cold Case Without a Trace

FOX | Football >

Simpsons American

Family Local Programming >

NBC
Dad

Guy

PBS | Nature Mystery

Encore! With. ..
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Nested List

TEMPERATURESAROUND THE NATION

WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY
High / Low High / Low | High / Low

CLEVELAND 66 /32 64 /40 49 / 38
DENVER 82 /49 88 /56 84 /52
FLAGSTAFF 78 / 37 83 /45 76 [ 37
HOUSTON 83/62 85/64 89 /67
MEMPHIS 75/ 47 83 /59 86 /62
ORLANDO 66 / 50 72 /45 75 /45
RALEIGH 86 /62 84 /62 85 /60
SEATTLE 63 /52 56 /42 54 /44
TUPELO 64 / 45 81/52 84 /56
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Graphs and Forms

Graphs Forms
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And the wages
ara—
At least | But less [i] 1
than
52,400 52440 Fam 525
2,440 2480 307 26
2,480 2520 13 26
2,520 2560 g 27
2,560 2,600 3325 i
2,600 2,640 an 28
2,640 2680 337 20
2,680 2,720 343 297
2,720 2760 3440 o
2,760 2,800 355 3
2,800 2840 361 16
2,840 2880 36T 3z
2.880 2,920 373 3z
2,920 2960 a7a 3=
2,960 3,000 385 3
3,000 3,040 301 34!
3,040 3,080 398 a5
3,080 3120 408 a5
3,120 3160 418 36
3,180 3,200 428 &
3,200 3,240 438 an
3,240 3,280 448 as
3,280 3,320 458 g
3,320 3,360 468 3
3,360 3,400 478 a0
3,400 3440 488 41
3,440 3,480 4598 a4z
3,480 3,520 508 43
3,520 3,560 518 L4
3,560 3,600 528 45
3,600 3,640 538 45
3,640 3,680 548 a7
3,680 3,720 h58 a8
3,720 3,760 568 4%
3,760 3,800 578 50
3,800 3840 588 51
3,840 3880 508 52
3,880 3920 808 53
3.920 3,960 818 54
3,960 4,000 828 55
4,000 4,040 638 56
4,040 4,080 48 57
4,080 4120 658 58
4120 4160 668 50
4,160 4,200 &78 B0
4,200 4,240 688 61
4,240 4,280 598 62
4.280 4,320 708 B3
4,320 4,360 718 B4
4,360 4,400 728 B5
4,400 4,440 738 gE
4,440 4,480 748 67
4,480 4,520 758 &
4,520 4,560 TES B9
4,560 4,600 778 7o
4,600 4,640 788 71
4,640 4,680 798 72
4,680 4,720 808 T
4,720 4,760 818 74
4TRN 4 200 R2R 75

SINGLE Persons—MONTHLY Payroll Period
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Coherent Instructional Systems

Measurement

Curricula Teacher training
Theoretical Framework
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Thank you

Questions/Comments?
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