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Longitudinal Study of Adult Learning 

Decade-long panel study of Portland high school 
dropouts, age 18-44 at the beginning of the study 

Representative sample of ~1,000 drawn from local 
rather than national population of dropouts 

Periodic in-home interviews and literacy 
assessments and SSN-linked administrative data 
(with individualsô permission) 

Examines program participation and other learning 
activities, social and economic changes, and 
changes in literacy skills, literacy practices & 
technology use over time 

Smaller-scale qualitative components 

 



LSAL Timeline 

V wave 1 1998 ï 1999 

V  wave 2 1999 ï 2000 

V  wave 3 2000 ï 2001 

V  wave 4 2002 ï 2003 

V  wave 5 2004 ï 2005 

V  wave 6 2006 ï 2007 



Literacy Measures in LSAL 

Measures of Proficiency 
Repeated measures of TALS Document Literacy 

SSN-matched GED test scores 

Measures of Practices 
Repeated measures of literacy practices 

Repeated self-reported changes from wave-to-wave in 
reading, writing and math 

 

Measures of Component Skills 
Oral vocabulary      

Word recognition    

Fluency                   

Holistic writing 

 



Some LSAL Demographics  

Average age is 28 (at Wave 1) 

50 %  female and male 

35 %  minority 

  9 %  foreign-born 

34 %  live in poverty 

29 %  report a learning disability 

34 %  took special education 

Broad range of assessed basic skills 

 

 


